Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



8I0N8 OF THE TIMES. 



SIGNS OF THE TIMES; 



COMING OF TEE LORD DBAWETS NEAB. 



SAMUEL GAEEA-TT, M.A., 










B TBa BlOHl or THE TlHB 



LONDON: 
WILLIAM HCNT AND COMPANY, 



■ /^e. ^■ 



3>^. 



PREFACE, 



In these brief sketches I -only try to draw some 
lessons from interpretations of Prophecy, which 
elsewhere I have, as I believe, fully proved to be 
true.* 

To prevent being misunderstood, let me point 
out the distinction between "the last days" in 
the Gentile line of prophecy, to which alone 
reference is made in the following pages, and 

* "A Commentary on the Kevelation of St. John, con- 
sidered as the Divine Book of History ; in which GUmI has 
delineated what is now past, present, and to come; and 
decided beforehand the great questions of each succeeding 
age and especially of our own." — London : Seeley, Jackson, 
and HaUiday. 1866. 



PREFACE. 



**the last days" in the Jewish line of prophecy. 
''The last days" in the one, as in 2 Tim. iii. 1, 
are all dark; in the other, as in Isaiah ii. 2, all 
bright. The Advent comes between them and 
changes everything. 

Let me also say that by the Advent, or Coming 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, I imderstand not only 
His GHorious Appearing at the First Resurrection 
and Translation of the Church, but also His 
subsequent return with His saints to take the 
kingdom, between which events much will happen 
on earth. It is of the first that His people need 
signs, and of which signs are given. The signs of 
His Second Advent are signs especially of His 
Appealing. 

S. G. 

St, Ma/rga/ref8, Ipswich. 
JwMMwy, 1868. 
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CONDITION OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES 



A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



CONDITION OF PROTESTANT CHURCHES : 



A SIGN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



Can ye not discern the signs of the times ? — Matt. xvi. 3. 



Too many signs of the times surronnd us on 
every side to make it right, or wise, or safe, or 
happy to pass them by. Not right, because if 
God has given them, we ought to look at them ; 
not wise, because there is great folly in neglect- 
ing anything which He teaches us; not safe, 
because if we do so we can hardly expect to 
escape the things which are coming on the earth, 
and to stand before the Son of man ; not happy, 
because at all events we lose the blessed antici- 
pation which those signs are meant to create 
within us, of the glorious appearing of the Lord, 
from heaven. 
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The words, " Can ye not discern the signs of 
the times?" were spoken at the first advent. 
Our Lord reproved the Pharisees and Sadducees 
because they did not discern the signs of those 
times which indicated it. Both Sadducees and 
Pharisees agreed to tempt Him by asking of 
Him a sign from heaven. Different as their 
opinions were, they contrived on this point to 
be at one, and to tempt Him with the same 
question. The Sadducees it is likely did not 
believe in the possibility of any sign from heaven, 
and the Pharisees did not believe that Jesus was 
the Christ. And therefore the same question 
answered the purpose of the sceptical Sadducee 
and the religious but ungodly Pharisee : both of 
them asked for a sign from heaven. 

Our Lord's answer was, that a sign of the kind 
they wished for would not be granted them. 
The order of the heavenly bodies would not be 
disturbed. They should not see the throne which 
Daniel saw in vision, with its wheels of burning 
fire. His own resurrection, of which Jonah's 
preservation in the fish's belly was a type, was 
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the only sign which should be granted them of 
this kind. And yet there were signs unthought 
of by them which they did not discern, but 
which ought to have been quite sujB&cient. Had 
they exercised the same care in judging of the 
times as they did exercise constantly in judging 
of the weather, they could not have failed to 
have welcomed him as Christ. "When it is 
evening ye say, It will be fair weather, for the 
sky is red ; and in the morning, It wiU be foul 
weather to-day, for the sky is red and lowering. 
Oh, ye hypocrites, ye can discern the face of the 
sky ; but can ye not discern the signs of the 
times ? " 

By examining what were the signs of the times 
preceding the first advent, we may learn what 
kind of signs we may expect to precede the 
second advent. The only signs, either of one or 
the other, which could be or can be really signs, 
are those predicted beforehand. The Jews had 
no way of judging what signs to expect except 
from God's Word, nor have we. They wanted 
a sign from heaven, whereas the signs which God 
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gave were upon earth ; they wanted a sign of their 
own choosing, whereas the Lord Himself chose 
the sign for them ; they wanted a sign which 
should seem on the face of it to have something 
to do with the matter, whereas, as we shall see, 
the natural signs of those times had no very 
natural connection with that of which they were 
signs ; they wanted something very extraordinary 
for a sign, whereas the real signs were, for the 
most part, of such a character that those who 
were not looking for signs would not recognize 
them as signs at alL 

We know, from Luke ii. 38, that in Jerusalem 
itself, at the time of Christ's birth, there was a 
band of persons who were expecting the coming 
of the Saviour. In some way or other they had 
learned that the time was come for that event to 
take place. The event itself they had learned to 
expect from the prophecies ; but why did they 
expect it at that time ? The almost certainty is, 
that to the rest of the Jews they appeared like 
enthusiasts or madmen. To look for Messiah's 
coming was natural and orthodox (so at least 
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thought the Pharisees) ; it was the hope of Israel : 
but to look for Him as about to come in their 
day, was enthusiasm, at which tiiey only smiled, 
as Noah's contemporaries did when he told them 
the flood was coming in their day, — as men of 
the world do now when we tell them that Christ 
may come in our day. And yet Anna and her 
friends continued to look, until at last Anna was 
permitted to see the infant Saviour, and her 
friends to hear of Him, and to rejoice in His 
birth. What was it which justified those men 
and women in their expectation? What were 
the signs of the times ? 

The first sign was the fading away of the 
Jewish Church. St. Paul refers to this in 
Hebrews : " That which decayeth and waxeth 
old is ready to vanish away." To a certain ex- 
tent this must have been visible enough to all. 
For though no doubt everything went on as 
usual ; though the sacrifices were as regularly or 
more regularly offered than ever ; though there 
were still holy men, like Zecharias, engaged in 
the priesthood: there was yet an amount c^t 
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corruption which must have been perceived even 
by the ungodly, and have been enough to make 
the hairs of God's people stand on end. The 
high priesthood was bought and sold, all kinds 
of iniquity were taken under its patronage, and 
the temple was itself made a house of merchan- 
dise and a den of thieves. To the spiritual eye, 
and in part to the natural eye, the old edifice 
seemed crumbling and splitting and ready to 
break to pieces. It looked as though its work 
were done. This very fact was a most impressive 
sign of His coming. If the outward Church was 
decaying and waxing old and ready to vanish 
away, it might be fairly argued, that He whom 
it pre-figured could not be veiy far distant. If 
the stars were disappearing which heralded 
Him, and the moon which reflected Him, grow- 
ing dim, it must be because the Sun of Eight- 
eousness was Himself beginning to appear and 
shine. 

There was a second sign, in the history of the 
nation. For a very remarkable promise had been 
given by dying Jacob, which was always fresh in 
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the memories of IsraeKtes: "The sceptre shall 
not depart from Judah, nor the lawgiver from be- 
tween his feet, imtil Shiloh come." That is to 
say, Judah should not finally lose its national 
character, its tribal and national dignity, until 
He should come whose right it is to wear the 
crown. For this reason the condition of the 
kingdom, its political relations with the Eoman 
Empire, the probability (which was no doubt re- 
cognized by many) of the change of Judaea into a 
Eoman province, formed to those who had eyes 
to see it a most remarkable sign. It was any- 
thing but a sign from heaven such as the 
Sadducees and Pharisees demanded. It would 
have seemed to some in the present day not 
to be sufl&ciently spiritual in its nature to be a 
sign of such an event as the coming of Christ. 
But it was a sign predicted, and those who read 
their Bibles attentively no doubt saw it. It must 
have seemed to them painful to witness the decay 
of their national prosperity and the threatened 
loss of national existence ; but yet even in this 
they could see the most marked announcement 
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of ihe speedy coming of Him who was the desire 
of all nations. 

There was a third sign, in the termination of 
Daniel's seventy weeks of years. They could 
not tell certainly when those four hundred and 
ninety years began, and therefore they could not 
teU certainly when they would close ; but they 
could be sure that it would not be long : they 
could not count the exact years ; but they could 
define it within limits, and that sign also was 
before them. 

And then there was a fourth sign, very unlike 
any of the preceding, and which was rather a 
sign of His actual appearing than of the expec- 
tation of it : the star which had guided wise 
men from the East to Bethlehem. That, when 
it came, left no room for doubt in the minds of 
God's children. It made them sure, while the 
other signs only filled them with hope. 

To these and similar signs our Lord refers, 
when he reproves the Pharisees and Sadducees 
for seeking a sign, and says : " Can ye not discern 
the signs of the times ? " 
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In a precisely similar manner has our Lord 
been pleased to give us signs of His second 
coming. 

These signs, the signs of these times, greatly 
resemble the signs of those times, so far as this, 
— that, like them, they may be found in the 
condition of Churches, in the affairs of nations, 
in the chronology of history, and will be found 
hereafter in what is physical And I do not 
doubt that the burning words apply as much to 
us as to them: "When it is evening ye say, It 
will be fair weather, for the sky is red. And in 
the morning, It wiU be foul weather to-day, for 
the sky is red and lowering. Oh, ye hypocrites, 
ye can discern the face of the sky ; but can ye 
not discern the signs of the times ? " 

Just as in the times which preceded the first 
advent, one sign of the times was the decay of 
the Jewish Church, so is the breaking up of out- 
ward Churches and their inward decay a sign of 
the approach of the second advent. 

Scripture is very plain and distinct on this 
point. I cannot find a word there to lead to the 
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supposition, that it is when His Churches have 
conquered, He will come to take His kingdom. 
On the contrary : " When the Son of Man 
Cometh, shall He find faith on the eai*th ? " 

Everything we read is in the opposite direc- 
tion. So far from its being the case, that Christ's 
coming is to be preceded by a Millennium of 
holiness and peace, we read that in the last days 
perilous times shall come. And if we compare 
what is said of these perilous times with our own, 
we shall find in them a very close agreement. 

But besides this we have certain distinct pre- 
dictions as to the condition of God's Churches in 
the times preceding the advent, which make this 
sign still more express and distinct. 

We are taught to expect the decay and death 
of outward Churches. God calls His Churches, 
in the book of Eevelation, candlesticks. And at 
a particular period of their history, when the 
Churches of the saints had to begin to protest 
against Apostasy, they began to be called wit- 
nesses. The prediction declares that for twelve 
hundred and sixty mystic " days," or years, these 
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witnesses shall prophesy, or preach, against error 
in the outer court of Christendom : a prediction 
which has been accomplished. For the last 
twelve hundred and sixty years, or thereabouts, 
with more or less of zeal and courage, this 
witness has been made in Europe, East and 
West, against prevailing Apostasy. Men in 
former ages sealed this testimony with their 
blood. Of the earlier witnesses, such as the 
Albigenses and Waldenses, hundreds and thou- 
sands and tens of thousands were slain with 
the sword. Our own martyred Reformers, and 
those of France and Italy and Spain, followed in 
the train, and formed part of the noble army. 
Up to recent times there have not been wanting 
some in other lands, though not in our own, to 
continue the succession of martyrs. And here, 
even more than elsewhere, the witness has been 
maintained against the idolatries of Eome. Our 
own Church has been a witnessing or Protestant 
Church, and borne her testimony against those 
errors which have changed the Churches of the 
greater part of Christendom into apostasies. 
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Now, it is predicted* that this witness shall 
tenninate; that before the Lord's coming the 
witnesses shall protest no more, and having 
ceased to perform this function for which they 
existed, shall in Christ's eye cease to live. The 
words are very solemn when rightly understood : 
"When they" (that is the witnesses, or Pro- 
testant Churches), " shall have finished their 
testimony," when they bear witness no longer, 
are no more Protestant, "the beast that ascend- 
eth out of the bottomless pit shall make war 
against them, and shall overcome them, and kill 
them." Bemain they will, but as dead bodies, 
out of which all the life has fled. Much more 
is said than this, on which it would take too 
long to enter now. But observe this one fact, — 
that there is a prediction of a time when the 
witnesses, or Protestant Churches, after having 
witnessed for twelve hundred and sixty years. 



* Rev. xi. 3 — 12. For the details of interpretation and 
the proofs, I must refer to my Commentary on the Revela- 
tion of St. John. 
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shall cease to do so as Churches, lose all inward 
life, and become mere dead bodies. 

We cannot look aroimd on the Protestant 
Churches, and our own in particular, without 
seeing that this is taking place before our eyes. 
A change has come over men's minds, of the 
most remarkable description. The very errors 
against which the witnesses witnessed are taught, 
the very name of Protestant is rejected. Just 
as twelve hundred and sixty years of this witness 
are being completed, this change is taking place, 
and in one way or another the witness is ceasing, 
and the Churches which were Protestant are be- 
coming ashamed even of the name. 

The predicted result of this termination of 
their witness is death, — their becoming "dead 
bodies ; " lifeless organizations, out of which the 
breath of spiritual life has departed. "What is 
predicted is the temporary triumph of error over 
truth, and the victory of Apostasy. 

We may look at this in two ways. 

In the first place, there is in this prediction, 
coupled with what we already see, a warning 
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which we do not wisely to neglect. God has 
given us the warning to prepare us for the con- 
flict. He has shown us that we have to expect 
tribulation of no ordinary kind. He has told 
us of the temptation which will come upon all 
the world, that we may be prepared to resist it 
By shutting our eyes to this sign of these times, 
we may be running into most fearful danger. I 
do not think that God ever gives warnings which 
we can with safety pass unheeded, nor do I think 
that here is an exception. Perhaps everything 
may depend upon our listening to the voice, lest 
we should be ensnared by that syren song of the 
Eoman enchantress who lifts her cup to the un- 
suspecting lips, and become involved, before we 
are aware of it, in all the plagues which God 
has pronounced against her. 

But, in the second place, in this aspect of our 
times we may read a sign of our Lord's return. 

In that chapter in Eevelation to which I have 

already referred as predicting the cessation of 

witnessing, and the death of the witnesses — ^the 

'loss of all spiritual life in the Churches which 
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have given up their protest — ^there follows almost 
immediately the glorious amiouncement : '' And 
the Seventh Angel sounded, and there were great 
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this 
world are become the kingdoms of our Lord and 
of His Christ, and He shall reign for. ever and 
ever." The perilous times are the last times; 
and in that peculiar temptation to Apostasy 
which is now sweeping over us, we may see a 
sign that our Lord Himself will not delay His 
coming, but that ere long the shout shall be 
heard, and the trump of the Archangel soimd, 
and He shall appear in the clouds of heaven. 

Li itself it ought to fiU us with the deepest 
grief to see how doctrines which involve the 
adoration of that which man has made, as if it 
were God,* and the assumption on the part of 
poor weak sinful man of Divine prerogatives, 
should be finding their way step by step into 
men's hearts, and believed to be God's truth, 
while really Satan's lie. It is indeed the saddest 

* "Gkxl incarnate, under the form of Bread." — TAe 
Church and the World. P. 236. 
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itf all sad thixigB, to see how feeble is man's love 
of the ferath ; how easily a mere sentiment per- 
TTOrted will overshadow it and put it ont of sight 5 
how ready is the heart of man to turn from the 
simple blessed Gospel of God's grace to fables : 
and to feel how difficult it is to maintain the 
testimony &r which holy martyrs shed their 
blood. 

. Bnt while we feel all that; we must not fail to 
«6e in this state of things tiie sign of the coming 
of the Son of man. In this point of view we 
may find a cause of rejoicing, even in the midst 
of all that is so fall of sorrow. Always, in the 
Word of God is that which precedes the Glorious 
Appearing drawn in dark colours^ It is the dark^ 
mess before sunrise. And just as the decay of the 
Jewish Church was a sign of the first advent, so 
is the decay of our witnessing Churches, theijr 
eeasing to bear witness, a sign of the eecond 
advent When He eomes, he will find the Man 
of Sin in the fulness of his strength, or at all 
events, only beginning to be consumed. When 
He comes, He will come to His troubled people to 
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give them rest When He comes He will come 
to those who have fought the fight and main- 
tained the conflict ; and in the very fact that the 
conflict is thickening, that error is prevailing, 
that the great Apostasy is gathering within its 
net the very Churches which have resisted it the 
most firmly, we may at least see a sign that the 
time is near when the Seventh Angel shall sound, 
and the kingdoms of this world become the king- 
doms of our Lord and of His Christ. 

This, and other signs of the times are meant to 
fiU us with a deep and overpowering conviction 
that the coming of the Lord draweth nigh. It is 
just as unwise in us to shut our eyes to the signs 
of His second coming, as it was in the Jews to 
shut their eyes to the signs of His first coming. 
We cannot do so without both guilt and folly. 
That coming may be to us the object of dread, or 
the object of hope. To one it is the coming of 
Him whom he has never loved, with whom He 
has had no conimunion ; to another it is the 
coming of Him who is Im I4&> his Joy, his Hope;, 
his All But whic^evar it l)e, it is of in^lcu- 
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lable moment not to shut our eyes to it, or to 
any of the signs which precede it. 

This sign in the state of the Churches is one 
which is plain and patent, and cannot be denied. 
Whatever opinions ^ man may hold, no one can 
deny that a change of feeling has come across 
our Churches with respect to Eomish errors. No 
one who knows what is passing around him will 
venture to affirm that Protestant Churches bear 
that witness which they once bore. It is noto- 
riously otherwise. Then, while in this there is 
the beginning of deep tribulation, there is also a 
sign that we are near the end, and near the mani- 
festation of the sons of God. Then there is no 
time to be lost in seeking refuge while it may be 
found. Still is the good news of salvation pro- 
claimed, the message of the Saviour's love is still 
repeated, and still from day to day is God by His 
Spirit gathering souls. I want to pei'suade you 
to seek the Saviour's face, to accept His salva- 
tion, to respond to His love, if as yet you have 
not done so. l)o not shut your eyes to this sign 
of the times. Do not regard it with indifference. 
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Do not be content with knowing what is right, 
and not rejecting what is true. But in this sign 
see the coming of the Lord to be at hand ; and 
while you may, go and kneel at His feet and 
receive His pardon, and begin to live. Never, 
never let it be true of you that you can discern 
other things, but are blind to the signs of the 
times, lest when the hour has struck which will 
close the day of grace, you should find it too late. 
And if you are already His, you must not shut 
your eyes to the signs of the times. You must 
find encouragement in them, and see in them the 
sign of His appearing. How blessed a hope! 
How bright an expectation! We look for the 
Lord from heaven. Li the troubles and tempta- 
tions of the present, we hear the sound of His 
chariot wheels. All hail that glorious morrow, 
that consummation of our blessedness ! 

*' He comes, He comes : the Judge sevexe ! 
The seventh trumpet speaks Him near ; 
His lightnings flash. His thunders roll : 
He*s welcome to the weary souL" 

Only let us hold fast His truth, maintain His 
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cause, rejoice in His salvation, cling to His pro- 
mises in unwavering confidence ; then shall we 
call Him our^s in that day, and He will call ns 
His. And the red and lowering morning, such 
as we now see spreading over our Churches, 
will be changed ere midday into the clear shi- 
ning after rain, and at evening time there shall 
be light. 
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A 8IQN OF THE LAST DAYS. 



PERILOUS TIMES: 



A SIGN OF THE UST DAYS. 



This know also, that in the last days perilous times 
shall come. — 2 Tim. iii. 1. 



By the last days, we miist understand the times 
preceding the appearing of the Lord Jesus ; and 
for this reason the characteristics of the last days 
are necessarily signs of the second advent. 

Nothing great, either evU or good, moves at 
once, or by any sudden impulse. What St. Paul 
afl&rms in 2 Thess. ii, of the mystery of iniquity, 
is generally true,— that the workings of evil, like 
the workings of good, always precede their full 
development ; and for that reason we might have 
expected to find, as we actually do find, that the 
characteristics of the last times, as here given, 
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m 

are not so absolutely confined to them but that 
they might be traced in their degree all along. 
While yet that which has to a certain extent 
been true before, will in the last days prove 
to be more manifestly true, and form a more 
striking feature of the times. 

For this reason the sign of the Lord's coming, 
which we are now to consider, is not so distinct 
a sign of it as that which we have already con* 
sidered. The decay of the Protestant Churches 
and surrender of their witness, and their conse- 
quent death, is, so far as it has gone, and will 
be, when it is completed, a more definite sign 
tiian the moral and religious condition of the 
times which admits of degrees. But in the fact 
stated, that in the last days perilous times shall 
come, we have a decisive proof that the coming 
of the Lord will not be after the commencement 
of world-wide holiness and happiness ; that we 
must not look first for that time foretold, when 
the earth shall be full of the knowledge of the 
Lord as the waters cover the sea, when the wolf 
shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall 
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lie down with the kid, — and then for His ad- 
vent ; but that we must look first for His advent^ 
and then for the Millennial gloryi since up to 
His appearing, and even after it, the battle will 
be raging, for it is in the last days that perilous 
times shall come. 

Let us read the description of these perilous 
times : " Men shall be lovers of their own selves, 
covetous, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobe- 
dient to parents, unthankful, unholy, without 
natural affection, truce-breakers, false accusers, 
incontinent^ fierce, despisers of those that ate 
good, traitors, heady, high-minded, lovers of plea- 
sures more than lovers of God ; having a form 
of godliness, but denying the power thereof: 
from such turn away. For of this sort are they 
which creep into houses, and lead captive silly 
women laden with sins, led away with divers 
lusts, ever learning, and never able to come to 
the knowledge of the truth. Now as Jannes and 
Jambres withstood Moses, so do these also resist 
the truth : men of corrupt minds, reprobate con- 
cerning the faith." 
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We might examine these verses one by one 
and word by word ; but we are now in search of 
signs of the Lord^s coming, and for that purpose 
we need look only at certain salient points 
which mark the moral and religious features of 
the last times : selfishness in morals, outward- 
ness in religion, priestcraft enslaving the con- 
science, false miracles. 

Selfishness is the first of these characteristic 
marks ; and all that follows — " covetous, boast- 
ers, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, 
imthankful, imholy, without natural affection, 
truce-breakers, false accusers, incontinent, fierce, 
despisers of those that are good, traitors, heady, 
high-minded, lovers of pleasure more than lovers 
of God," — aU this is in fact included in that one 
phrase, " Lovers of their own selves*" 

Man is so selfish naturally, that it might seem 
at first sight as though this could not form a 
characteristic of one time more than of another. 
It might be said with great plausibility, that there 
never was a time when it might not be asserted 
truly that men were lovers of their own selves. 
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But we must, in the first place, remember 
, that the prophecy assumes that in the last days 
there will be a form of godliness. It is of per- 
sons professing godliness, at all events bearing the 
Christian name, that our text speaks. Of such 
it might have seemed as though it could hardly 
be a characteristic mark that they were lovers of 
their own selves. Unhappily, we know too well 
that such is the corruption of human nature, 
that in the full blaze of Gospel light men always 
have been found to love their own selves, and 
that nothing is and always has been more im- 
common than the reverse. "All seek their own : 
not the things which are Jesus Christ's." 

But we must remember further, that there is 
in the present state of things that which does 
make this a special characteristic of the day in 
which we live. I do not know that men are 
really more selfish, but they more unblushingly 
avow themselves selfish, than at any other period 
of earth's history. 

Am I wrong in this? Is it not the fact that 
in this nineteenth century it is eveiywhere pro* 
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claimed that man's self-love is the grand motive 
power? Is not this the doctrine which has 
leavened our laws, which is supposed to be the 
life of our commerce, which has been owned as 
the supreme law for nations, which is announced 
as the secret of national prosperity and national 
wealth? 

And has not this principle of selfishness in- 
fected everything? The statesman appeals to it, 
the merchant appeals to it, the workman appeals 
to it. In other ages men have been selfish 
enough. The pecuKarity of this age is that 
selfishness is looked upon as right, is made 
avowedly a principle of action ; and so far are 
men from being ashamed of it, that they treat 
any higher principle with scorn, as enthusiasm 
and foUy. 

This avowed preference of what is considered 
usefol to what is right, this doctrine, that what 
a man or a nation has to consider ia what is 
most advantageous, not what is most lighteous, 
seems to me a marvellous fulfilment of the pre- 
diction. It would not perhaps be difGicult to 
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show that the rest of this catalogue of eviU 
may be found existing in abundance, but it is 
this principle which runs through them alL And 
just as the rery foundation of God's law, the 
very final distinction between right and wrong, 
so far as man's duty is concerned, is found in the 
love of God, so in the debased moraKty of the 
day, the final principle is the love of oneself. 

The evil is that of man's nature fallen ; but 
the lifting the evil into a good, the saying of it 
that it is the regulator of human actions^ the 
shaping of law and commerce and national ac^- 
tion in accordance with it, the undisguised 
assertion of that as a principle from the aocu* 
sation of which men have hitherto shrunk, is a 
pecuKarity of this age; and when men are 
thinking of creating a Millennium of happiness 
out of what they call social science, of which 
this self-love is the foundation, they do in hc\, 
fulfil this prediction, and make it true in a sense 
in which it has never been teue befo|^,^-4hAt 
man are " lovers of their own selves." 

I will not stop to speak Df the Htt^ £mit9 
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world under an infidel Antichrist, men shall 
have the form of godliness. 

The form of godliness is a very good thing. 
Whether it be the " form of sound doctrine," or 
the ^*fonn of sound words," it is a very good 
thing. We must by no means undervalue it. 
And where there is the reality of godliness we 
have the right to expect the form of it. The 
outward language of prayer is a part of it. So is 
the song of thanksgiving. So is the diligent 
reading of God's Word. So are the Sacraments 
of Baptism and the Lord's Supper. They are 
the form of godliness. Where these are absent 
there is not even this. There are men in every 
land who have not even this. They use no 
prayer, sing no hymns, partake of no sacraments, 
keep outside and aloof from the worship of 
God's sanctuary. There have been times when 
this was habitual, and it has even been known 
that men in a frenzy of infidelity have tried 
to destroy every vestige of the outward form of 
godliness. 

But so it will not be in the last days. Men' 



PERILOUS TIMES. 35 

will come to church, will make many prayers, 
praises will duly ascend from their lips, they 
will be partakers of the Sacramental signs. 
If they did not, it could not be said of them 
that they had the form of godliness. Has that 
man even the form of godliness who rejects 
these things or neglects them ? Though the last 
days are so perilous, there wiU be no want of 
religiousness ; no want of the bended knee, the 
voice of prayer, the song of praise ; no want of 
the due observance of Sacramental rites. So far 
from it, this outwardness in religion will be 
characteristic of the time. 

But while there wiU be the form, there will 
not be the power. Men will make many prayers, 
and either their hearts wiU be far from Grod, it 
will be unacceptable worship ; or their hands will 
be full of blood, there will be the want of moral 
uprightness, and He will not hear. There are 
prayers which God hears not, supplications which 
never reach His throne, because the worship is 
not that which is from within ; and " God is a 
Spirit, and they that worship Hixsi tsss^s^^'^^^kss^ 
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Him in spirit and in truth." And in the last days, 
with much of outward prayer there will be the 
want of inward prayer. Men will have the form 
without the power. 

But the words imply something more than 
this. When it is said, "deny the power," 
more is meant than not having the power. It 
seems to teach us that in the last days there 
would be the maintenance of some principle 
which should justify this mere outwardness; 
that not only in men's practice, but in their 
principles, the form of godliness should take the 
place of its power. How can that be? What 
if a man should say that the Sacraments are 
everything, that the Christian life begins, con- 
sists, is carried on, and terminates in SacMU- 
ments? That has been said, and if that were 
said generally, it would be the most complete 
fulfilment possible of the words, " having a form 
of godliness but denying the power thereof." 

So far as this principle is the principle of the 
age, so far is there a sign of its being the last 
time. A man may have the principle in himsel£ 
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Whatever he calls himself, he may actually rest 
upon the form and deny the power. He may 
be satisfied with the form of prayer, though he 
never really prays; with the singing with the 
voice, though his heart never sings ; with having 
been baptized with water, though not baptized 
with the Holy Ghost ; with receiving the Sacra- 
ment of the Lord's Supper, while destitute of that 
which it signifies — ^the feeding upon Christ in 
his heart with thanksgiving, the daily eating 
BDls flesh and blood, and living by faith on the 
Son of God. Such a man has the form of godli- 
ness ; but denies the power thereof And if this 
is a characteristic of the times, it marks them 
as the perilous times which should make us 
weep ; but also as the last times, which should 
make us Uft up our heads, because our redemp- 
tion draweth nigL 

The third characteristic of the last days is 
priestcraft enslaving the conscience. What eke 
can these words mean 1 " For of this sort are 
they which creep into houses, and lead captive 
siUy women, laden with sins, led away with 
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divers lusts, ever learning and never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth." We must 
not misunderstand the passage, as though women 
more than men were spoken o£ It is a neuter 
word which is used, and it does not mean that 
those spoken of are women only. They are 
called things, and not womanly, but womanish, 
which is a very different thing, just as childlike 
is a very different thing from childish. What is 
meant is this, that whether men or women, they 
are weak. They are said to be " laden with sins, 
led away with divers lusts, ever learning and 
never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth." How lovingly would Christ receive 
such, pardon them, strengthen them, teach them, 
set them free, if they would go to Him ! But 
we are here taught that it will be characteristic 
of the last days, that men having the form of 
godliness, but denying the power thereof, should, 
by some secret system of spiritual inquisition, 
lead them captive, and bind them under bondage. 
They would take advantage of their weakness, 
this sickly condition of mind and hearty to 
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gain dominion over the conscience and enslave 
the soul. 

Whether there be anything like this now, I 
leave you to judge. But if you should find this 
to be the case, if you should hear of men with a 
form of godliness, but declaring that Christianity 
consists in Sacraments, leading into bondage 
"silly women, laden with sins, led away with 
divers lusts ever learning and never able to come 
to the knowledge of the truth " (the very men 
and women whom Christ would set free), then 
be sure that these are the last days, and that the 
day of the Lord draweth near. 

There is another characteristic of these last 
days, which we have not yet seen : the working 
of false miracles. This is plainly intimated by 
the reference to Jannes and Jambres. The magi- 
cians withstood Moses by power from beneath. 
What he did by the finger of God, they did to a 
certain extent by their enchantments. So Scrip- 
ture says, and so I believe. St. Paul expressly 
says : "As Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses, 
so do these also resist the trutk." T<^ ^y^\ss5g^^j^ 
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the proof that these are the perilous times and 
the last days, those who have the form of godli- 
ness but deny the power thereof must, like 
Jannes and Jambres, work miracles. In all the 
preceding parts of this description there are too 
great resemblances to what we see around us. 
Self interest is the avowed principle on which 
the affairs of nations, the transactions of com- 
merce, and the whole life of the body politic is 
too often avowedly based. Its results are seen 
in the covetousness, boasting, pride, and other 
evils of our day. It is not only the fact that 
numbers have the form of godliness while desti- 
tute of its power, but that there are those who 
teach that in Sacraments themselves the reality 
of religion consists, and there are some of this 
sort, who by means of Sacramental Confession, 
keep those who are weak enough to be con- 
trolled by them, under a burdened conscience 
and a troubled mind : but this working of 
miracles to maintain error we have yet to wait 
for. But come it wilL Not doubting, for other 
reasons, that this is the time of the end, I expect 
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that ere long we shall find men resisting the 
truth, as Jannes and Jambres withstood Moses. 
And when that sorest trial of a Christian man's 
faith comes, then in that we must see a token 
that the Lord is at hand. 

We are in perilous times, we must watch : we 
are in the last times, we must hope. We must 
look, as each fresh sign imfolds itself, with fresh 
love and longing for that day when He will set 
all things right. To be found then in Him is 
everything. Let us walk by faith, and fight by 
faith, and hold fast His truth, and flee from all 
participation in these characteristic marks, that 
when He comes we may see His glory, enter 
into His joy, and be for ever with the Lord. 
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A SIGN OF THE LAST DATS, 



I beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of 
days did sit. — Dakiel irii. 9. 



The decay of the witnessing or Protestant 
Churches, preparatory to the ceasing of their 
witness and their becoming for a time lifeless 
bodies, was the first sign which we considered of 
the glorious appearing of the Lord from heaven. 
The next was the moral and spiritual character of 
the last days, aa foretold by St. Paul in his pre- 
diction of perilous times. We will proceed to 
examine another sign, which I will speak of in 
the future, though it seems to me not obscurely 
looming on the horizon even now. 
When I speak of the Second Advent or the 
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Coming of the Lord, I include in that phrase, in 
accordance with Scripture usage, more than one 
event. The first of these is the appearing of the 
Lord from Heaven to raise His sleeping saints 
and translate His Church ; and signs of the 
Second Advent are more emphatically signs of 
that, the first, and to us the most important part 
of it. 

Were those who looked for redemption in 
Jerusalem to blame, if, when they read Jacob's 
prophecy, "The sceptre shall not depart from 
Judah, nor the lawgiver from between his feet, 
until Shiloh come," and cast their eyes around 
them and observed how the Eoman Empire was 
encroaching on the independence of all nations, 
and threatening their own, they drew from the 
prophecy and the fact the inference that the 
coming of the Lord was drawing near ? Because 
if not, we may be very wrong, if God has given 
us in His Word any similar intimations as to the 
nations of the earth at the time of the second 
advent, and we should refiise to compare what 
exists with what has been predicted. When 
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God has been pleased to lay His hand on every 
sphere, and to write His lessons on earthly 
things, surely there is no presumption greater 
than the affectation of being more spiritual than 
Daniel, more heavenly-minded than St. John, or 
despising to look at those things which He 
Himself revealed to the beloved Prophet and the 
beloved Apostle. 

Daniel saw in vision the rise and fall of earth's 
empires. 

Nebuchadnezzar, the king, in the height of his 
power, revolving in his mind what should come 
to pass when he had ceased to live, fell into a 
dream, which he could not interpret and could 
not recall. But Grod permitted Daniel to see the 
dream, and to understand its signification. 

An image of terrible brightness had appeared 
to the king. "This image's head was of fine 
gold, his breast and his arms of silver, his belly 
and his thighs of brass, his legs of iron, and his 
feet part of iron and part of clay." Daniel waa 
taught to see in this image four great world 
kingdoms, which were to arise in the earth. The 
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kingdoms are described in this vision, but in sub- 
sequent visions they are even named. The first 
was that of which Nebuchadnezzar was himself 
the king, the kingdom of Babylon ; the second, 
the kingdom of the Medes and Persians; the 
third, the kingdom of Greece; and the fourth, 
not named in Daniel, but named under a mystic 
anagram in Eevelation (the number six hundred 
and sixty-six), the Latin or Eoman. " Thou, 
king, art a king of kings, for the God of heaven 
hath given thee a kingdom, power, and strength, 
and glory. And wheresoever the children . of 
men dwell, the beasts of the field and the fowls 
of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, 
and hath made thee ruler over them aU. Thou 
art this head of gold. And after thee shall arise 
another kingdom, inferior to thee, and another 
third kingdom of brass, which shall bear rule 
over all the earth. And the fourth kingdom 
shall be strong as iron: forasmuch as iron 
breaketh in pieces and subdueth all things, and 
as iron breaketh all these, shall it break in pieces 
and bruise." 
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Although these kingdoms were to be succes- 
sive, the image was aXL seen standing at once and 
felling at once ; because it was both a symbolical 
map and a symbolical history. As a map, the 
gold was the kingdom of Babylon ; the silver, 
that part of the Medo-Persian Empire which 
was not included in that of Babylon ; the brass, 
that part of the Grecian Empire whic^i was not 
included in that of Persia ; the iron, that part of 
the Eoman Empire which was not included in any 
of the preceding ; the whole image being therefore 
a symbolical map of the great world empires. 

It was also a symbolical history. First comes 
the Babylonish head of gold, in order of time 
and majesty of empire pre-eminent Next comes 
the silver, with its two breasts and two arms of 
Media and Persia, in its proper place. Next, 
arising after the two former, comes the brass of 
Greece ; and lastly the iron of Borne, on which 
the main attention of the Prophet (distant though 
the time was) was concentrated, because in the 
days of that iron empire the image was to be 
destroyed 
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The legs were of iron, but the feet, part of iron 
and part of clay. Which was thus explained by 
Daniel to Nebuchadnezzar : " And whereas thou 
sawest the feet and toes, part of potter's clay and 
part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided, but 
there shall be in it of the strength of the iron, 
forasmuch as thou sawest the iron mixed with 
miry clay. And as the toes of the feet were part 
of iron and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be 
partly strong and partly brittle. And whereas 
thou sawest iron mixed with miry clay, they 
shall mingle themselves with the seed of men, 
but they shall not cleave one to another, even as 
iron is not mixed with clay." 

In plain words, the great empire of iron, that 
part of it which had not been included in the 
empire of brass, was to be divided into ten king- 
doms, half Bomian or iron, and half barbarian or 
clay ; Boman and Gothic intermingling, without 
being fused together. We can see the fulfilment 
with our eyes and hear it with our ears. The 
nations of Europe were once one imdivided 
Eoman Empire. They spoke Latin, had Boman 
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laws, and no king but Csesar. Now they are dis- 
tinct : our languages are partly Latin and partly 
Teutonic, our laws partly Boman and partly 
Saxon or Norman, our institutions sharing in 
this complexity, and hundreds of curious anoma- 
Ues existing in consequence of the two elements 
having never been thoroughly welded into one, 
— and each country has a king. 

But these kingdoms are not exactly ten. Here 
seems a diflSculty. They once were, but are not 
so now : at least we do not know how to count 
them. 

Now if we turn from the second chapter of 
Daniel to the seventh, we shall meet with them 
again. On the former of four beasts, which in 
that vision represent the gold, the silver, the 
brass, and the iron of Nebuchadnezzar's dream, 
there are ten horns, — ^besides another, unlike the 
rest and not to be numbered with them: the 
same ten kingdoms which are represented by the 
ten toes. But in this vision Daniel saw changes 
among these horns. By means of that little 
horn, which being ecclesiastical was not visible 
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to the King Nebuchadnezzar, but only to the 
Prophet Daniel, the number ten was changed. 
It was not always the same : just as we see it. 
There were ten kingdoms to begin with, but they 
have not always been ten. But in Nebuchad- 
nezzar's vision, the stone cut out without hands, 
which destroyed the image, smote it on its feet. 
It was in the days of those kings or kingdoms, 
the ten toes, that the stone would fall. From 
which we may conclude, that as at first there 
were ten of these kingdoms when the Boman 
Empire was divided, so will there be ten when 
the stone falls upon it 

And what is to take place then ? When the 
stone smote the image upon its feet, '' then was 
the iron, the clay, the brass, the silver, and the 
gold broken to pieces together, and became like 
the chaff of the summer threshing-fioor ; and the 
wind carried them away, that no place was found 
for them ; and the stone that smote the image 
became a great mountain, and filled the whole 
earth." Which is explained as meaning that "in 
the days of those kings shall the God of heaven 
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set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed ; 
and the kingdom shall not be left to other 
people, but it shall break in pieces, and shall 
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand 
for ever." 

Shall the kingdom come without the King? 
Surely not. AU Scripture forbids us so to think. 
It is He alone who is worthy to take the king- 
dom, and to wear the crown. He is the Stone 
cut out without hands: and the prediction of 
the smiting the image shall not be fulfilled 
until He comes Himself to fulfil it. Accor- 
dingly, in the seventh chapter of Daniel, He 
is more distinctly described in the glory of 
His second advent.* " I beheld till the thrones 
were cast down, and the Ancient of days did sit, 
whose garment was white as snow, and the hair 
of His head like the pure wool : His throne was 
Tike the fiery flame, and His wheels as burning 



* The Ancient of Days is not the Father, but Christ, He 
whom St. John saw in Patmos. (Rev. i.) The Son of Man 
brought before Him is the Church in Him, or Christ as 
Head of His Church, or Christ Mystical. 
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fire. A fiery stream issued and came forth from 
before Him: thousand thousands ministered unto 
Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
before Him : the judgment was set, and the books 
were opened." It is the beginning of a new 
dispensation, a new era of this world's history, 
which will commence with the sounding of the 
Seventh Trumpet, and the glorious appearing of 
the Son of Man to quicken the sleeping bodies 
of His saints, change the living, and translate 
His Church to glory, from thence, after awhile, 
to return with His Church taking vengeance ; 
and will not close till all enemies have been put 
under His feet. 

From these considerations, we may learn 
another sign of our Lord's appearing. Just as it 
was shown by the prophecy of Jacob, that the 
kingdom of Judah was to have an existence till 
He came, so does it appear from St. John and 
Daniel, that the Boman Empire — the iron Em- 
pire, the fourth of the four beasts which Daniel 
saw rise up out of the sea of nations, the ten- 
horned beast of Daniel and Eevelation, — ^is to 
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have an existence also ; that it is to exist as 
in a certain sense one, and yet in another 
sense divided, till He comes; and that when 
He comes, the number ten will be the num- 
ber of divisions, as at the first. In other 
words, that as the kingdom of Judah was to 
remain a kingdom tiU He came the first time, 
so the Boman Empire, divided into kingdoms 
formed partly of Soman and partly of Gothic 
elements, such as the European Commonwealth 
has been for the last twelve centuries and 
more, should not be succeeded by any other 
world-empire, but should last till He comes 
the second time to gather His Church to Him- 
8el£ 

Another prediction in Eevelation, teaches us 
that there would be a time during which the 
Soman Empire should not exist, and yet should 
exist, and should be seen to exist again. We 
have most of us been born and lived within that 
time, and it appears strange to many now, that 
in the time of their fathers there were living 
successors of Ca&sar Augustus, so often mentioned 
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in the New Testament * We learn from the 
piophecies of Daniel and Bevelation, that the 
Eoman Empire wiU be in existence to the end; 
that its T^estern part will at the end have ten 
oonfederate kingdoms ; and that it will be under 
the influence of the Apostasy. If, therefore, we 
should at any time see the Boman Empire East 
and West revived, and Western Christendom con- 
stituting a confederacy of ten kingdoms moved 
and influenced by the Papacy, we shall have 
in that a sign that the stone cut out without 
hands is ready to fall and smite the image on 
its ten toes; that He is coming whose right 
it is to wield the sceptre and take the king- 
dom, and reign as Prince of the kings of the 
earth. 

To some such a condition of things may seem 
very improbable, to others very probable ; most 
probable, I think, to those who know the most 
But however that may be, I believe that here is 

* For the proof of the continuity of the Roman Empire, 
under its sixth head, tiU 1806, I must refer to my Com- 
liientary. I can here only sketch. 
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a predicted sign, and when it comes to pass you 
may perhaps remember these words, and read in 
what will seem to others only a new page in 
history, a bright anticipation of the coming of 
the Son of Man. 

This sign of His coming is not, as it may seem 
to some, unconnected with it. When Daniel and 
llfebuchadnezzar before Him saw in vision earth's 
four world empires, they were aU completed, 
summed up, superseded by the kingdom of 
Him who is King of kings and Lord of lords. 
History, all along, has been one grand tale 
of God*s forbearance and man's iniquity. The 
mighty men of earth have not honoured God. 
He has not had His revenue of glory from 
earth's kingdoms. When Daniel was permitted 
to look down the scroll of time, he saw each 
of them in succession as a wild beast. From 
that same scroll we know that it will be 
so till He come to change it ; that instead of 
growing better in this respect, the kingdoms of 
tbis world grow worse, and Nebuchadnezzar's 
gold and the silver of Cyrus degenerate inta 



58 SIGNS OF THE TIMES. 

the brass and the iron and the clay. His king- 
dom of righteousness will not be the consum- 
mation of an ascending series, but stand out 
clear and distinct in contrast with increasing 
ungodliness. When the princes of this world 
most unmistakeably decline obedience to His 
sceptre, when they give their power to prop 
up Apostasy, when they oppose the truth and 
maintain the lie, when they seem to themselves 
able to do without Christ, and to make a Millen- 
nium of peace and happiness of which He is not 
the King, — that will not only be a sign of His 
coming, but a reason for it also. 

When the Lord came the first time, no one 
could have said certainly that the sceptre was 
about to depart from Judah. The magnificence 
of Herod the Great did no doubt hide the coming 
fact from many of his subjects ; yet those who 
looked a little forward miist have anticipated it, 
and, if they had not closed their eyes, they might 
have seen in that expectation a sign of the advent. 
I maintain that the same state of things exists 
now with respect to the sign we are considering. 
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A few months have scarcely elapsed, since the 
question who should occupy the vacant throne of 
the Csesars, — ^who should be the Emperor of 
Western Christendom, led to one war, and was 
nearly leading to another. It is a question still : 
and who shall occupy the Eastern throne of the 
Eoman Caesars, and reign at Constantinople, is 
another question. When those questions are 
settled, and the Eoman Empire revived, it may 
be that men of this world, our statesmen, our 
merchants, our philosophers will be troubled; 
or it may be they will see in the settlement 
of those questions which have troubled them 
so long, the prospect of an unbroken peace 
and overflowing prosperity. But however that 
may be, it will be the predicted state of things 
when earth's King returns, and a reason for 
confident hope that it will not be long before the 
end. 

Christ Jesus, when He comes the second time, 
will come to reign. He will first gather His 
Church who are to reign with Him over regene- 
rated earth, and then return with them to take 
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the kingdom. In comparison with that kingdom, 
how small and contemptible will all earth's king- 
doms, and all its empires seem ! The grand sweep 
of Daniel's vision carries us along through Baby- 
lon and Persia and Greece and Eome, But what 
are Nebuchadnezzar, Cyrus, Alexander, Augustus, 
Charlemagne, Napoleon? They come up, and 
are cut down. "But Thou art the same, and 
Thy years have no end." The King of glory 
comes to set up a kingdom which shall not, like 
other kingdoms, be destroyed, but shall last for 
ever. On the history of our fallen world, He 
has written predictions of the coming glory. In 
its mutations we are taught to look for that which 
is immutable. The changes which have taken 
place have been all foreseen and foretold, and 
those are foretold which yet are coming ; but ot 
His kingdom there shall be no end. And as 
events roll onward, and history unfolds itself, we 
may see on earth some sign that He is near. 

Until He comes to reign Himself, His Church 
wiU not reign. The attempt to set up a Millen- 
nium without Christ, whether in Church or in 
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State, will always prove, as it always has proved, 
a mark of Apostasy. A Church reigning without 
Christ is no Bride of the Lamb, and each world- 
empire has in its turn been as a wild beast in 
the sight of Him who is King of kings. And 
when these are both to be seen in all their glory, 
as one day they will be, it will but be a sign 
that the hour has come for the true Priest and 
true King to come forth and sit upon His 
throne. 

We are living in the ends of the world; 
at the close of this period of earth's history. 
And though the real signs which God has 
written may not be so plain to some as to 
others, I think that in various ways He does 
awaken in many hearts a full conviction that the 
end is not far distant. It is true men laugh, and 
say that as it has been so it shall be, — that all 
things have continued as they are from the 
beginning of the world. But yet there is in 
many a heart, conscious of alienation from God, 
an uneasy suspicion that after all that day may 
be at hand. And there is many a Christian 
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heaxt which is glowing with a brighter hope than 
heretofore of the coming of our Lori And 
though it is true that if it be so there is trial 
and tribulation at hand, for that will come first, 
yet is the hope of the glory that will follow so 
bright, that it may well swallow all that up, and 
make it seem as nothing. It is not well to shut 
our eyes to that coming glory. We must keep 
them directed upwards, and wait in joyful hope 
for the Lord from heaven. 

But what will those do when He comes, to 
whom that coming will be the coming of One of 
whom they have said in their hearts, " We will 
not have this Man to reign over us " ? You have 
not loved His sceptre ; you have despised His 
authority ; you have scorned His truth ; you 
have trampled on His grace. What will you do 
when He comes in His glory? No one can be 
ignorant that many of us think we see signs of 
His approach. We believe that they are written 
on the present aspect of the world, which so 
nearly corresponds, and which men (not knowing 
what they are doing) are trying for their own 



STATE OF EUROPE, 63 

purposes to make exactly correspond, with what 
it is to be when He comes : and you know that 
we so tl^ink. What if we should be right ? What 
if we should be discerning signs of the times 
which you cannot see, or will not see P and if 
He should come on you at last as a thief in the 
night ? God grant you may lay this to heart ; 
and while there is still forgiveness, while still 
there is a door for mercy, while He waits to be 
gracious, while the King has not yet taken His 
seat on the throne, while He pauses to listen to 
the inward sighing of the heart ; God grant you 
may accept His salvation : " Kiss the Son lest 
He be angry, and ye perish from the way. If 
His wrath be kindled, yea, but a little, blessed 
are all they that put their trust in Him." 

But let us glance for a moment on the 
blessedness of Christ's reign. In this world 
of ours all is disorder. Mere brute force 
can scatter ruin and death aroimd. But when 
He comes and takes the government, all will be 
changed. In His imiversal empire there shall 
be abundance of peace, from one generation to 
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another. And even now He is preparing His 
people to share His kingdom and reign with 
Him in His glory. Let ns fix our thoughts on 
that blessed day. When the thrones are cast 
down, and the Ancient of days shall sit, HiB 
saints will take the kingdom. Then shall we 
sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. Then 
shall we be with Him for ever. Well may 
we pray that He will shortly accomplish the 
number of His elect, and hasten His kingdom ; 
that we, with all those that are departed this 
life in the true faith of His holy name, may 
have our perfect consummation and bliss, both in 

body and soul, in His eternal and everlasting 
glory. 



BE'UNION OF CEBI8TEND0M IN APOSTASY^ 



A 8I0N OF TEE LAST DAYS. 



RE-TJNION OF CHRISTENDOM IN 

APOSTASY : 



A SIGN OF THE LAST DATS. 



little children, it is the last time : and as ye have heard 
that Antichrist shall come, even now are there many 
ibitichrists ; whereby we know that it is the last time. — 
1 John ii 18. 



The words themselves imply that the last time 
of which St. John is speaking, has itself a last 
time ; and that as the many antichrists of his 
day showed it to he the last time, the coming of 
the Antichrist would be a still clearer sign of 
the approach of the end, and of the coming of 
the Son of Man. 

In order to imderstand how in any sense St 
John could say that, when he wrote, it was the 
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last time, — or rather what or what manner of time 
the Spirit of Christ that was in him did signify 
when he so wrote, — ^we must bear in mind that the 
history of the human race has lasted already six 
thousand years. Four thousand and more had 
passed when this Epistle was written ; and 
if the termination of this world's sin and 
sorrow is to come at the close of six days of a 
thousand years, and the seventh to be a Sabbath, 
to which expectation this and similar expressions 
give some countenance, the time between the 
advents must be short in comparison with that 
before the first advent. When John wrote, the 
close of the week was near, though it has not 
closed yet. The morning had passed, and mid- 
day, and the world's evening was begun ; or, if we 
rather take the analogy of creation, and begin 
with the evening,-— evening had gone, and the 
night was far spent, and the morning was break- 
ing of that eternal day which shall know no 
morrow. 

The sign was a sad oi» : '* Even now are there 
Moanjr antichrists;" and suggested a sign then 
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future: ''Ye have heard that Antichrifit shall 
coma" Not that the coming of Antichrist^ any 
more than of the many antichrists, would be 
immediately followed by the glorious Appearing, 
but it would be a fresh sign of its approach; 
and as Antichrist would not pass away till He 
came, each new manifestation of it would be a 
still further sign that the coming of the Lord 
was drawing near. 

We must not mistake what is meant by *' the 
Antichrist." We leai*n from 2 John 7, that it is 
not a person, and we learn also what is the nature 
of Antichristian error : " For many deceivers are 
entered into the world, who confess not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is the 
deceiver" (so it runs in the original) "and the 
Antichrist." The Antichrist is not any one de- 
ceiver, but many ; and Antichrist is marked by 
not confessing Jesus Christ to be come in the 
flesh. 

This is explained still more by comparing the 
other passages in which St. John speaks of Anti- 
christ He saysy " This is Antichrist that denieUi 
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the Father and the Son ; " and then, as though 
anticipating an objection that Antichrist when 
revealed would be a religions system, and could 
not be said to deny the Father and the Son in 
the strongest sense which the words would bear, 
he qualifies them by what follows : " Whosoever 
denieth the Son, the same hath not the Father ; " 
which plainly intimates that the denial of the 
Father would be by implication, not directly. So 
far, however, we might have supposed Antichrist 
to be marked by the denial of Christ's Godhead. 
But if we go on to the fourth chapter, we learn 
a different lesson. It is the denial of the man- 
hood, which in some mysterious way is involved 
in the essence of Antichrist. " Hereby know ye 
the Spirit of God : every spirit that confesseth 
that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is of Gk)d : 
and every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh is not of God." That 
was the case then. The actual denial that Jesus 
Christ had a real human body was the prominent 
error of that day. In that lay all along the 
essence of Antichristian error, although in Anti- 



RE'UmON OF CHRISTENDOM. 71 

Christ when revealed there would not be the 
actual denial, but only a virtual denial "And 
this is that spirit of Antichrist, whereof ye have 
heard that it should come, and even now already 
is it in the world." 

A religious system outwardly acknowledging, 
but in some way essentially contradicting the 
truth of Christ's proper Manhood, is Antichrist. 
Such has been the religion of the greater part 
of both Western and Eastern Christendom for 
twelve hundred and sixty years, or thereabouts. 
First, destroying the value of Christ's human 
sympathy by introducing other mediators be- 
tween Him and us — by leading men to look 
to His mother as more accessible and more 
compassionate than Himself ; and then speaking 
of His human body and soul as present in the 
form of bread in a thousand places at once, they 
virtually denied, and do stiU deny, the truth 
which in the creeds they profess. Here is the 
Antichrist, so subtle that it needs all the pas- 
sages of Scripture relating to it to unfold its 
real character; and as soon as it sprang into 
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form and shape, there was a sign that the eiid, 
distant though it still was, yet was drawing nearer. 

St. Paul expressly refers to this sign as a 
milestone marking the course of time. For in 
2 Thess. ii., he said that those to whom he was 
writing were mistaken in thinking that the day 
of Christ was at hand, since that day would not 
come except there should come a falling away 
first, and that Man of Sin be revealed, the Son of 
Perdition. That event having taken place, the 
Apostasy having commenced long ago, ancient 
in its first workings as the Apostolic age, united 
as one man, claiming Apostolicity like Judas 
who betrayed the Son of Man with a kiss, and 
therefore called by the same name, — the Son of 
Perdition; and having been revealed as the 
Man of Sin since the beginning of the seventh 
century, we have for himdreds of years, — for 
twelve himdred years and more, passed that 
milestone, and been so much nearer to the great 
consummation. 

Up to the time when the Papacy assumed its 
present form, those words of St. Paul to the 



EE-UmON OF CHRISTENDOM. 73 

ThessalonianSy — '' That day shall not come except 
there come a falling away first/' always placed 
an unaccomplished event as a sign in front of 
the Church, which when it happened, would 
show an advance in the prophetical history of 
the world. That falling away, or Apostasy from 
the faith, appeared manifestly about the begin- 
ning of the seventh century ; and the sign 
having been fulfilled, it was right to expect 
afresh the coming of the Lord. 

But there still remained many a milestone to 
be passed before the end. And there does yet 
remain at all events one, — one which seems to be 
coming so plainly into sight, and is bound up so 
closely with the consummation, that I feel con- 
strained to direct your attention to it It is 
likely to be soon passed, and when passed it 
seems as though the end must indeed be nigh. 

Although the great Apostasy has been long at 
work, and the Man of Sin has long been sitting 
in the temple of God, there are intimations 
given to us of a yet further development of this 
mystery of iniquity. 



{ 
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The original prediction to which St. Paul 
refers, when he speaks of that wicked being 
revealed, is to be found in Daniel In the 
seventh chapter of Daniel, in that vision which 
is there described of the fourth or Eoman Em- 
pire with its ten horns, the ten kingdoms into 
which the Western Eoman Empire was divided, 
— Daniel saw the Eastern Eoman Empire, in the 
next chapter, under a distinct symbol, — the pro- 
phet observed, among the horns, another little 
horn diverse from the rest. Nothing can be more 
graphic than the sketch of the Papacy under 
this emblem. The little horn was different from 
all the rest, as the dominion of the Papacy has 
always been totally distinct from the dominions 
of all other kingdoms. Small in some respects, 
yet mighty in others, with three crowns united 
into one, with eyes like the eyes of a man, an 
overseer or bishop, far-seeing in policy, and 
while human, yet claiming the right to look 
into the secrets of the hearts, and with, a mouth 
speaking great things, — ^this little born was to 
exercise its long dominion among the nations 
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of the West. In the eighth chapter, a similar 
little horn was seen by the Prophet^ arising out 
of the symbol of the Eastern Eoman Empire. 
The great power of this other horn is yet fii^ 
ture. But it is the counterpart in many points 
of that in the West. 

In sketching these two symbols so hastily 
I am assuming an acquaintance with them 
which all do not possess.* But such is the 
marvellous character of God's Word, that in 
those few verses in the seventh chapter of 
Daniel is compressed the history of the Papacy, 
and in those few verses in the eighth chapter, 
that of the Eastern Church or Apostasy, as this 
Divine view of its character compels us to 
regard it. You will easily see how impossible 
it would be in many pages fully to unfold 
what God expresses in a few verses. The 
complaint is sometimes made inwardly, if not 
uttered outwardly, that the Bible has been 
so often read that it ceases to interest. Is 

* I must once more refer to my Commentary on Revelation. 
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it not that you read your Bible without trying 
to understand it? The fact is, that God's 
Word does really come into contact with every- 
thing, judges everything, and if you wiU but 
listen to it, has a lesson for every man, ever 
new with all the changing circumstances of 
time and place. The description of the "little 
horn " in Daniel vii. needs a certain knowledge 
of the facts of history to understand it. But 
the wider a man's knowledge the more plain 
will it become. Bearing in mind that the ten 
horns, like the ten toes of Nebuchadnezzar's 
dream, are the nations of Europe, the divided 
form of the Boman Empire, and that the little 
horn was of such a nature that it escaped the eye 
of the secular monarch, — ^it was not represented 
in Nebuchadnezzar's vision, but appeared aU- 
important to the prophet Daniel, — ^how can we 
doubt what is the power rising up among the 
others, whose look was more stout than his 
fellows, having eyes like the eyes of a man, 
and a mouth speaking great things? And if 
the little horn among the nations of the West 
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is the Papacy, the little horn among the nations 
of the East can be no other than that which 
corresponds to it in the East — ^the Greek or 
Eastern GhurcL 

That being admitted, when we again find, as 
we do find, the ten-homed beast in Bevelatiom 
xiii, and besides the ten horns two little or 
lamblike horns on another beast, we ought not 
to doubt that they are the same as those in 
DanieL But what is so remarkable is that 
they are no longer separate, but joined together. 
How shall we explain this? If you look at 
the coat of arms of one of our kings before 
the union with Scotland, you will find the Kon, 
but neither the unicorn nor the thistle. The 
king of Scotland had the unicorn and the 
thistle, but neither the lion nor the little lions. 
Those were symbols — ^symbols of England and 
Scotland. And if you find these joined to- 
gether you may know that when the painting 
was made, the union had been effected. Our 
prophetic symbols teach us the same lesson. 
When the little horn of the Papacy or Wesfcem 
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Apostasy is represented in one picture, and 
the little horn of the Greek Church or Eastern 
Apostasy in another picture, it is because they 
are, as now, separate. When they are repre- 
sented joined together, in a single picture, it 
is because they will be united. It is the Union 
of the East and the "West in one great Catholic 
Apostasy, which is, we may say, emblazoned 
in the symbols of the thirteenth chapter of 
Bevelation. 

And something more is taught us in that 
passage. We read there that when so united 
this great Apostate Church will form an image 
or representative assembly of the ten-homed 
beast, or Eoman Empire, or Christendom, which 
will " speaV that is make decrees, and enforce 
obedience on the penalty of death. 

From which I gather that one sign of the 
approach of the end will be the fulfilment of 
what is so predicted — ^a union of the Churches 
of the East and West in one great Apostasy, and 
the convocation of an (Ecumenical Coimcil of 
Christendom for the purpose of consummating 
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this union^ and punishing those who refuse 
to take part in it. 

Is there any probabiKty of all this taking 
place? It is the avowed purpose of a large 
and increasing body in the Roman Church, the 
Eastern Church, and our own Church. No 
General Council has met for three hundred 
years; the Council of Trent was the last, and 
that was not strictly speaking (Ecumenical, be- 
cause it did not include the East nor all the 
West. Within the last few months the Pope 
has announced his intention of summoning 
another.* I do not say that this Council when 



* '* The Mahometan power is wasting away. There was 
a time when all the Christian powers of Europe could not 
expel it from the Holy Land. Now, it could not maintain 
itself an hour, if the jealousies of Christians did not secure 
its dominion over the Christian inheritance. The time of 
its fall, or of its migration, cannot be far off. But as it is 
now, these might be no bar to the return of the East to 
the unity of Jesus Christ. It is but just to acknowledge 
that the Porte has manifested of late to its Christian sub- 
jects a singular toleration and equity. What the Council 
of Florence failed to do, another Council, by the help of 
the Spirit of God, may accdknplish. There is a bond be- 
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it meets will be that predicted in Eev. xiii, 
but I do say it is extremely probable that it 
may be ; and that if, when it meets, it should 
meet at Jerusalem or remore there, include the 
East as well as the West, and seduce Protestant 

tween tlie East and the Holy See, which has never been 
broken, — ^the love and worship of the Immaculate Mother 
of €U>d ; and by this bond, Pius IX. has drawn more closely 
than any other Pontiff the Church oi the East to the See 
of Peter. The definition of the Immaculate Conc^tion has 
been recognised by OrientalB to be no more than their con- 
stant and universal belief. The indiction of the Council, in 
whatever year it be, will be fixed f <»r the 8th of Deoemb^, a 
day of augury and power. . . .If the General Council call on 
the East to return to the faith of Jesus Christ, the West will 
not be forgotten. . . . The Council of Trent fixed the epoch 
after which Protestantism never spread. The next General 
Council wiU probably date the period of its dissolution. It 
is certain that the influence of the Church so assembled to 
deliberate and to legislate for the needs and perturbations 
oi. the Christian world will have a powerful effect to con- 
yince and to persuade, to mitigate and to subdue." — The 
CenUnary qf Saint Peter cmd the General Council. Arch- 
bishop Manning. 1867. 

This IS only a Roman Catiiolic'a anticipation of coming 
evoits, which for seventeen years I have seen foretold in 
Bevelatkm ; improbable indeed in 1851, but inrobaUe enough 
now. 
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Churches into sending representatives to it, I 
have no doubt that in that case it would l)Q 
the fulfilment of the remarkable prophecy, in 
Eev. xiiL, of the '* image of the beast," or re- 
presentative Council of the Boman Empire, 

Prophecy was given to us to be a light in ^ 
dark place. In matters in themselves plain and 
unmistakable, we do not need its guidance. Bi;t 
when events occur, the character of which it 
might be difficult to discern beforehand, theii 
when the path of duty may be doubtful, prophecy 
is a finger-post to point out the way. When the 
Eoman General invested Jerusalem previous to 
the last siege, and without 'any obvious reason 
retired, it might have been a very difficult ques- 
tion for the Christians to know what to do : 
to remain in the Holy City and the surrounding 
country and expect God*s deliverance, or to leave 
it. But there was a prophetic sign^post Th© 
Lord had Himself said, " When ye see Jerusalem 
compassed about with armies, then know that 
the desolation thereof is nigh. Then let them 
which be in Judsea flee unto the mountpioQ." 

G 
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And SO they did ; and found the path of duty to 
be the path of safety. 

I could show you book after book written with 
no other end than that of advocating what they 
call the Union of Christendom, and an CEcu- 
menicai Council of the East and West, and the 
relinquishment of Protestantism, — written by 
men fully persuaded that they are succeeding in 
all three. And we have seen that these things 
are expressly foretold : the first, under the sym- 
bol of Daniel's two little horns being imited into 
one ; the second, under the symbol of an image 
of the ten-homed beast, or Eoman Empire ; the 
third, by the death of the witnesses. 

It is at least possible that those who claim the 
appellation of " The Catholic School," — ^who are 
neither few nor powerless, nor wanting in either 
foresight, ability, resolution, or earnestness, — may 
be right in their expectations of success; and 
that I may be right in my interpretations of 
prophecy. They anticipate as the consummation 
of Christianity the very same things which I an- 
ijcijpate as the consummation of Antichristianity. 
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We look for the same events, but we judge them 
differently. Surely the very fact that from such 
opposite points of view we each seem to see 
arising in the immediate future the veiy same 
features of the times, is not a little remarkable. 
Some are earnestly striving to produce a certain 
result, are at first laughed at, as aiming at an 
impossibility; but seem to themselves carried 
along by invisible hands, and succeeding beyond 
their own expectations : others see in the oracles 
of God the same result predicted as the cause of 
the last tribulation of the Church, are laughed at, 
as warning against an impossibility; but a power 
which seems to be beyond human control over- 
leaps each difficulty, and more than realizes their 
fears. That is the present state of things ; and 
it is one which ought not to be overlooked. It 
is very easy to despise the efforts of opponents, 
and the warning of friends, but it is not always 
wise, and if the warnings are drawn from God*s 
own Word, may be fatal. Here is what appears 
to me a conspicuous sign of these times. It is 
now only forming. I have no doubt that ere 
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long it will attain perfeotion, and that when it 
is complete it will carry all before it ; and that 
Apostasy will be mistaken for godliness, and 
the triumph of Antichrist for the kingdom of 
Christ. 

But it is a sign of the times which marks the 
lipeedy coming of Earth's King. It is the last of 
the Church's conflicts ; and when the Church has 
passed through it, it wiU not be long ere the sign 
of the Son of Man shall be seen in heaven. 

A time will come when there will be other 
signs than those we have now considered. As 
the star appeared to the wise men in the East 
to announce the first advent, there shall be 
signs in the sun and in the moon and in the 
stars to announce the second. We do not find 
that the Star of Bethlehem led any to worship 
the Saviour, except those wise men to whom it 
was sent. It astonished some, alarmed others, 
drove Herod and his counsellors to desperate 
cruelty ; but it was a sign only to God's children. 
And so it will be when those other signs are 
seen. ''There shall be signs in the sun, and in 
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the moon, and in the stars ; and upon the earth 
distress of nations, with perplexity ; the sea and 
the waves roaring; men's hearts failing them 
for fear, and for looking after those things which 
are coming on the earth ; for the powers of 
heayen shall be shaken. And then shall they 
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with 
power and great glory.*' 

Too late will it be then to read the signs of 
the times, and learn from them how to escape. 
God never forces salvation upon any man. He 
does not compel men to see the signs He gives. 
They are distinct enough for those whose hearts 
are touched by grace, and unperceived by others. 
But then there comes a time when conviction 
forces itself on the mind by means which leave 
no choice. That is a fatal moment : for then the 
door is closed and none may enter in. 

We must distinguish the signs we see now, 
which are all of such a character that they do 
not as signs force attention, from the signs there 
will be when Christ is close at the doors. When 
the cry has once been heard, " Behold the Bride- 
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groom cometh," it will be too late for foolish 
virgins to seek for oil. When the Master has 
knocked at the door, it will be too late for the 
unfaithful servant to mend his ways. When a 
cloud of wrath has risen up to obscure the Mercy- 
seat, it will be too late to seek for access into the 
Heavenly Temple. The sign of the Son of Man 
wiU be seen, and fiU each heart with bright ex- 
pectation or dark despair.* 

It is not so now. God in His mercy gives 
signs which those who have eyes may see. By 
these signs He shows us that the end is hastening 
on apace. They are adapted to men's know- 
ledge, and suited to their circumstances. Writ- 
ten on surrounding events, one wiU more impress 
this man, and another that man. But by them 
God does speak to us. He tells us that the 
day of Christ is at hand in a sense in which 
it was not when St. Paul wrote to the Thessa- 
lonians. Most of what then was future now lies 
behind us in the past, and the coining of the 
Lord draweth near. 

• See the author's "Midnight Cry." 
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Be moved by these signs of the times. If you 
are one of Christ's own people, each sign as it 
appears should kindle afresh your. hope of the 
coming glory. Let your loins be girded about 
and your lamps burning, and ye yourselves like 
unto men that wait for their Lord when He 
shall return from the wedding. Lift up your 
heads, because your redemption draweth nigh. 

But if you are still a stranger to Him, let 
the thought cling to you night and day, at 
home and abroad, alone and in company, that 
He is coming ; nor rest until you too, finding 
salvation in Him, delivered by Him from the 
wrath to come, can watch with joy the signs 
as they roll by, and hope for His appearing and 
His kingdom. 
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each succeeding age, and especially of onr own. 

8vo., 4822p>p, 7s. 6(1., cloth. 



n. 

THE MIDNIGhHT ORY. 

A New Edition of the Exposition of the Panible of the Ten 
Virgins, and of the Prophecy on the Mount. 

Crown 8vo., 48., cloth. 



in. 

HYMNS ANI> TRANSILiATIONS, 



IV. 
BHiIJATT THE PROPHET; 

OB, PAST, PKESENT, AND PUTUBE. 

Crown 8vo., 2«. 



V. 
SAORAMBNTAXi CONFESSION 

EXAKD7EJ) AND BEJBCTED. 
Two Pence, 

VI. 

THE HOLY OATHOLIO CHURCH:. 

One Pewny, 

vn. 

SACERDOTAU RITUAXiISM:. 

One Penny. 

vm. 

TRUE BRBAID I^ROM HEAVEN. 

One Pewny* 

IX. 

hevivaij truths. 

Two Pemce, 



SELSCnON FBOH THB 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

OF 

William Hunt &" Company^ 

2d» HOLLM STREET, CAVENDISH SQFAJtS, 

LONDON. W. 



BT THE LORD BISHOP OF CABUBLB. 

New Testament MiUennarianism ; 

or, the Eongdom and Coming of Ghrist, as taught By 
Himself and His Apostles. By the Hon. and Rt. Rev. 
Samuel Waldegrave, D.D., Lord Bishop of Carlisle. 1 
vol., 8vo. 10s. 

Words of JEternal Life ; 

or, the First Principles of the Doctrine of Christ : set 
fourth in Eighteen Sermons. Crown 8vo. 78., doth. 

The Way of Feace; 

or, the Teaching of Scripture concerning Justification, 
Sanctification, and Assurance. In Sermons, preached 
before the (Jniversity of Oxford. Fourth edition. Post 
8vo. 4b. 6d. 

The Christian Ministry not Sacerdotal, bid Evwigelistic. 

The Charge delivered in September, 1867, at his Third 
Episcopal Visitation. 8yo. 2s. 

The Charge, 

Delivered in July and August, 1864^ at his Second Epis- 
copal Visitation. 2s. 



William Hunt and Company , 



BT THE LOBD BISHOP OF CARLISLE, 

The Rent Veil : 

or, the Levitical Ritual no Warranty for Symbolical 
Display in Christian Worship. Matt, xxvii. 50, 51. 2cL 

The ApoatoUe Commtssion ; 

or, Auricular Confession and Priestly Absolution. A 
Sermon, on John xz. 21 — ^23. 2d. 

The Primacy of Peter ; 

or, the Church and her Rock ; and the Kingdom and its 
Keys. A Sermon on Matt. zvL 17 — 19. ^. 

The Bread of Life ; 

or, Eating Chnst's Flesh, and Drinking His Blood. A 
Sermon, on John vi 48 — 59. 2d. 

The Christian Sabbath ; 

or, the First Day kept Holy by Divine Conmiand. A 
Sermon, on Gen. ii. 1—3. l&L 

Christ Em Own Altar ; 
or, the Supper no Sacrifice. Heb. xiii. 10. 2d. 

The Sufficiency of Holy Scripture for Salvation. 
3d. e?ch, or £1 Is. per hundred. 



Mind Tour Rubrics ; 

or. What are the Directions of the Church on Points of 
Ritualism? By James Bardsley, M.A., Rector of St. 
Ann's, Manchester. Second edition, revised and en- 
larged. Post 8vo. Is. 6d. 

Expository Thoughts on the Gospels. 

By the Rev. J. C. Ryle, B.A. Designed especially for 
Family and Private Reading, with the Text complete. 
St. Matthew. ComplcHie in one voL 6s., doth. 
St. Mark. Uniform with the above. 5s. 
Vol. I. 58. 6d. 
Vol. II. 7s. 
VoL L 6s. 6d. 
Vol. II. In course of Publication. 



St. Luke. 
St. Luke. 
St. John. 
St. John. 



ThU Work is also kept by the Publitkers in MoroecOf and other 
extra biftding$, for presentation. 



23, Uolle9 Streets Cavendish Square, 

The Doctrine of (lie Church of England 

Touching the Real Presence, the Eucharistic Sacrifice, 
and the Adoration of Christ in the Sacrament. By 
Charles A. Heurtley, D.D., Margaret Professor of 
Divinity, and Canon of Christ Church, Oxford. Demy 
8vo. 4d. 

The Doctrine of the JEJttcharist : 

Christ Present b^ Spirit and Grace. A Sermon preached 
before the University of Oxford. By Charles A. 
Heurtley, D.D. Demy 8vo. Is. 

JSbme Sundays; 

or. Help and Consolation from the Sancturv. By the 
Rev. George Everard, M. A., Vicar of Framsden, Suffolk. 
Cloth extra, 3s. ; bevelled, gilt edges, 3s. 6d. 

Day ly Day ; 

or. Counsels to Christians on the Details of Every-Day 
life. By the Rev. George Everard, M.A., Vicar of 
Frunsden, Suffolk. With Introduction by the Rev. T. 
Vores, M.A., Incumbent of St. Mary's, Hastings. F'cap 
8vo., extra cloth, 3s. ; gilt edges, 3s. 6d. Third edition. 

'' Not Your Own :'' 

or. Counsels to Young Christians. By the Rev. George 
Everard, M.A., Author of "Day by Day," etc. ISmo., 
doth limp. Is. ; extra binding. Is. 6d. 

Readings for Visitors to Workhouses and JSbspitals. 
Intended chiefly for the Sick and Aged. By Louisa 
Twining. Dedicated to Mrs. Tait, the Palace, Fulham. 
Crown 8vo. Extra cloth, 5s. 

Songs in Suffering; 

or, the Voice of Trust and Praise in Sickness and 
Sorrow. Collected and Arranged by the Rev. W. 0. 
Purton, B.A., Author of "Trust in Trial." F'cap 8vo. 
Upon toned paper, and in emblematic cloth, 3s. ; gilt 
edgjeSf 3& 6d. 

Prayers and Thanksgivings, 

From Jeremy Taylor's "Rules of Holy Living." Col- 
lected and Arranged under Appropriate Heads. 18mo. 
l8.4d. 



/ 



WiUiam Hwnt and Company , 

Baptism; 

its Insiitations, its Privileffes, and its Besponsibilities. 
By the Hot. J. H. Titconu), M.A., Incumbent of St. 
Stephen's, South Lambeth. Crown Svo. 310pp. 5s. 

Christianity and its EvideneeSj 

as Illustrated in the Conversion of Ardeshir. With 
copious !Notes on the Authenticity and Canon of Scrip- 
turey the FulQhnent of Prophecy, and other Collatei^ 
Topics. Edited, with Introduction, by William Knight, 
M.A., Rector of High Ham, Somerset, and Chaplain to 
the Lord Bishop of London. 1 voL Post 8vo., with 
Map, 8s. 6d. 

The Beligion of Redemption ; 

or, the Doctrine of Man's Ruin and Christ's Salvation, 
Defined and Defended. A Contribution to the Prelimi- 
naries of Christian Apology. By R. W. Monsell, B.A., 
late Pastor of the Free Church of Neufchatel, Switzer- 
land. 1 voL Svo., 12s. 

The Finding of the Saviour in the Temple. 

An Exposition of Luke ii 46 — 51. Based upon, and ex- 
planatory of, Holman Hunt's great Sacred Picture. By 
the Rev. Richard Glover, M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
'Church, Dover. Crown 8vo., 4s. ; gilt edges, 4s. 6d. 

Truths for the Times, 
Crown Svo. 2s. 

SUBJECTS AND AUTHORS: 

" Christian Holiness, and its Counterfeits." By the Bev. James 
Bardslev, M.A. — " Oi:ganized Union of Protestant Churchmen : is it 
Desirable?" By the Rev. C. F. Childe, M.A.— "The Right Use of 
the Law." By the Rev. John Biduurdson, M.A.—" Ritualism : its 
Oriffin, Tendency, and Antidotes." By the Rev. Joseph Bardsley. 
M.A.— " Christian Unity ; and its Counterfeits." By the Rev. Samuel 
Oarratt,M. A.—" Evangelical Religion : What it is, and What it is 
not." By the Rev. J. C. Ryle, B.A. 

Christian Experience ; 

or. Words of Living Counsel and Sympathy. Selected 
from the Remains of the late Mrs. Mary Winslow. 
Edited by her Son, Rev. Octavius Wiaslow, D.D. Small 
Svo. 3s. 

Chttrehmanship. 
) JSev. J. C. Miller, D.D. 3d. each, or 21s. per 100. 



23, HolUi Street, CoMndUh Square. 

Pleasant Sundays with my Children ; 

or, ** Here a Little and there a littla" Familiar Gon- 
versationB on the Animals, Birds, Insects, Reptiles, 
Fishes, Flowers, l^ees, and Precious Stones of the Bible. 
By the Author of " Ethel Woodville," etc. With many 
Illustrations. In F*cap Svo., extra cloth, gilt edges, 58. 

<* The Word was made Flesh.^' 

Short Family Readings on the Gospels, for each Sunday 
of the Christian Year. In Oruce V ictoria. Crown Syo. 
6s. 

The Intermediate State of the Blessed Bestd ; 

in a Series of Meditational Expositions. By the Rev. 
Joseph Baylee, D.D., Principal of St. Aiden's, Birken- 
head. In extra doth, bevelled boards, 3s. 

What are our Duties in the Present Circumstances of 

the Church? 

An Address delivered at a Meeting of Clergy and Laity 
at Shewsbury, on Thursday, October 24th, 1867. By 
the Rev. Edward Garbett, M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
Church, Surbiton. 4d. each, 38. 6d. per dozen. 

Extreme Ritualism, 

How may the Pulpit be employed to Counteract the errors 
now prevalent in reference to Extreme Ritualism ? By 
the Rev. Edward Garbett, M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
Church, Surbiton. Second edition. Seventh thousand, 
revised. 4d. each, 3s. 6d. per dozen. 

Pulpit Recollections, 

Being Sermons preached during a Six Years* Ministry at 
Cheltenham and Highbury Isew Park. By the Rev. 
Gordon Calthrop, M.A., Incumbent of St. Augustine's, 
London. One voL, post 8vo. 5s. 6d. 

The Christian Life : 

Viewed under some of its more Practical Aspects. By 
Emilius Bayley, B.D., Incumbent of St. John's Padding- 
ton : late Rector of St. George, Bloomsbury, and Rural 
Dean. F'cap 8vo., extra clo&, 3s. ; Gilt edges, 38. 6d. 



WUUam Hunt and Company, 

Living JeweU, 

Diversity of Ghristiaii Character, suggested by Precious 
Stones, with Biographical Examples By A. L. 0. K 
With Illustrations. Small post Svo. 2s. 6d. 

Coming JEvenU and Present Duties, 

Being Miscellaneous Sermons and Addresses on Propheti- 
cal Subjects. By the Bev. J. C. Hyle, B.A., Vicar of 
Stradbroke, Suffolk. Crown Svo. 3s. 6d. 

The " Scripture Expositor ; " 

or, District Visitor's Scripture Assistant. By the Bev. 
Charles Holland, M.A., Rector of Pet worth, Sussex. 
Comprising the Historical Books of the Old Testament, 
in 4 vols. Cloth, 18s. Each volume, 4s. 6d. 

Yol. I. — Comprises the Books of Oenesis and Exodus to ohap. xvii. 
Yol. II.— Comprises Exodas xvii. to Deuteronomy xx. 
Yol. ni. — Comprises Deuteronomy xxvi. to 1st Book Samuel. 
Yol. IV. — Comprises 2nd Book Samuel to the 2nd Book Chronicles. 

SERIES I. Price 3s. On Selected Passasres of the Old and New 
Testament. Comprises twenty-four Expositions. Byyarious 
Authors. 

The Original Edition, in Nine Yolumes, each 3s., may still he had. 

The Boek, 

and other Short Lectures on Passages of Holy Scripture. 
By Miss Hasell, Dalemain ; Author of " Saturday After- 
noons,'' and of ** Sunday Eveninss.'' Dedicated to Sir 
George Musgrave, of Edenhall, Bart. F'cap 8vo., 2s. ; 
extra binding, 2s. 6d. 

Sketches of the Poor, 

By a Retired Guardian. The Blind Girl— The Brass- 
Founder — ^The Surgeon's Daughter — ^The Orphans — The 
Gardener — The Lunatic Asylum — The Collier — The 
Forged BiU— The Eoad-Side Stations of Life. Post Svo. 
28. 6d. 

Clear Shining, 

A Memoir of Gertrude Mary Acklom. By her Mother. 
With Introduction, by the author of **Memoiials of 
Capt. Hedly Vicars." With Portrait. Second edition. 
Limp cloth. Is. Extra doth boards, Is. 6d. 



23, HoUei Street^ CavendUh Square. 

Con/esston as Compared with the Ooepel, 

Ilev. Eobert J. McGhee, Rector of Holywell-cum-Need- 
ingworth, Hunts. 3d. each, or 21a. per 100. 

Hymns for the Church on Earth, 

Being three hundred Hymns, for the most part of modem 
date. Selected and arranged by the Rev. J. C. Ryle, 
RA. Seventh edition. 

In small 8vo., black cloth, red edges, 4s. 
Black antique, 4s. 6d. 

Violet and extra clo^ antique, gilt edges, 68. 
Turkey-morocco, 10s. 

Suggestive Readings on the Gospels, 

with my Sunday School Teachers. By a Clergyman's 
Wife. With Introductory Letter by the Rev. J. Steven- 
son, D.D., Vicar of Patrixboume, Kent. Crown 8vo. 
limp cloth, 28. 

The Warnings and Encouragements of Passion Week 

and Easter Dag : 

In a course of Sermons. By the Rev. Gordon Calthrop, 
M.A. F'cap 8vo. 3s. 

The Fruits of the Spirit; 

Together with Fragments of Christian Ethics. By 
Frederick Perry, M.A., Minister of St. Saviour's, 
Fitzroy Square. Dedicated by permission to the Arch- 
bishop of Dublin. 2s. 6d. 

The Exymes of Scripture. 

By the Rev. J. B. Owen, M.A., Incumbent of St. Jude*s, 
Chelsea. Cloth gilt, red edges. Is. 6d. 

Symns Chiefly Modem. 

Selected and Arranged by the Rev. Charles BuUock, 
Rector of St. Nicholas', Worcester. Cloth gilt, red 
edges. Is. 6d. A cheap edition for Churdi use. 

Scriptural Training Lessons. 

Twenty-four Lessons on Scripture Doctrine and Prac- 
tica By the Rev. William Bramley-Moor. Paper 
wrapper. Is. ; doth, Is. 6d. 



; 



William Bunt and Company, 

The Churchman Armed. 

A Course of Lectures on "The Distinctive Protestant 
Principles of the Church of England." Post 8vo. 4b. 6cL 

SUBJECTS AKD AUTHOBS :— 

" The Bible the True Charter of British Liberties." By the 
late Bev. Hugh Stowell, M.A. 

** Controversy a Scriptural Duty in Critical Times." By the 
Bev. J. C. Miller, D.D., Bector of Greenwich. 

" Christ the only Priest, Altar and Sacrifice." By the Rev. 
W. Fremantle, M.A., Bector of Claydon, Bucks. 

" The Essentials of Christian Public "Worship as laid down in 
Scripture, Defined and Exhibited." By the Bev. T. B. Birks, M. A. 

'*The Christian Minister: his True Position, and the Purpose 
of his Office described." By the Bev. W. Cadinan, M. A. 

** The Sacraments Ordained by Christ : their Nature and Liten- 
tion Stated and Guarded." By the Rev. £. Garbett, M.A. 

" The Tendency of Extreme Ceremonialism to promote Super- 
stition, Check True Devotion, and Dishonour the Holy Ghost." 
By the Kev. E. Bayley, B.D. 

" The Scriptural Means by which the True Church of Christ is 
Ordinarily Increased and Built Up." By the Bev. J. Bard8ley,M.A. 

Pampers for the Times, 

Crown Syo. Limp cloth, Is. 6d. 

SUBJECTS AND AUTHOBS *. — 

*' Original Sin, and the Effects of Adam's Fall on Man's Posi- 
tion and Character." By the Kev. James Bardsley, M.A. 

** Evidences of Christianity,— how may they be best presented 
to the people with special reference to the Scepticism of the 
present day ? " By the Bev. John Kichardson, M.A. 

"The Lord's Day,— its Divine Authority and Perpetual Obli- 
gation." By the Bev. "W. Cadman, M.A. 

** Foreign ilissions,— the measure of their Claim on the 
Church's attention." By the Bev. John Venn, M.A. 

** The Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,— its True Intention, 
and Rightful Position in the Church of Christ." By the Bev. 
J. C. Kyle, B.A. 

The Pilgrim with the Ancient Booh. 

And other Sacred Poems. By M. N. C GroyrD. 8vo. 
4b. 6d. 



23, Holies Street, Cavendish Square, 

Hymns and Thoughts in Verse : 

Especially for Seasons of Bereavement and Sorrow. 
By E. A. W. With an Introduction by the Rev. Horatins 
Bonar, D.D. In limp cloth, Is. 6d. 

The Story of Joseph, 

In verse. For Children. By N. T. T. Poet 8vo. Fancy 
cover. Is. ; limp doth, Is. 6d. 

The Home of Poverty made Rich. 

A volume of Interest specially adapted for Mothers' 
Meetings. By Mrs. Best, author of "Tracts on the 
Parables," etc. Second Edition. F'cap 8vo., with 
Frontispiece. 2s. 6d. 

Trust in Trial ; 

or, Affliction and its Blessings. Meditations, with 
Prayers and Hymns, for the Season of Sickness. By 
the Rev. W. 0. Purton, B.A. Is. 6d. Extra doth^ 
antique, 2s. 

Sacred Odes, 

Original and Translated. On divers Subjects. By 
Edward Massie, M.A., of Wadham College, Oxfcurd. 
F'cap 8vo. Toned paper, I52pp. Extra cloth, 3s. Vol. 
II., 3s. 6d. 

Lectures on Home Subjects. 

Addressed especially to the Working Classes. By the 
Rev. Gordon Calthrop, M.A., Incumbent of St. Augus- 
tine's, Highbury New Park, late of Trinity Church, 
Cheltenham. F'cap Svo. 2s. 6d. 

The Triumph of Grace ; 

or. Scriptural Proofs that God will exempt His people 
from the Judgment which shall Condemn the World. 
By the Rev. A. H. Synge, Incumbent of St. Peter's, 
Ipswich. F'cap Svo. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Anatomy of Scepticism : 

an Examination into the Causes of Modem Unbelief. 
By the Rev. R. B. Girdlestone, M.A, Christ Church, 
Oxon. Post 8vo., 3s. ; People's edition, Is. 6d. 



William Hunt and Company, 

Prayers far Private Use. 
By a Lady. Limp cloth, la. 

Some Truths. 

Being the Miscellaneous Works of the B«y. J. C. Kyle, 
revised and corrected. F'cap 8vo. Eirfcra doth lettered. 
Seven Series, each complete. With Frontispiece and 
Vignette Title. 3s. 6d. each volume. 

Oospel Christianity ; 

or, The Religion of the Bible compared with Sceptical 
Theolo^ and Papal Superstition. By Charles Girdle- 
stone, M.A., Rector of Eongswinford, Stafifordshire. 
18mo. Gilt edges, 6d. 

Spiritual Songs, 

(1st and 2nd Series). Being One Hundred Hymns, not 
to be found in the Hymns Books most commonly used. 
Selected by the Rev. J. C. Ryle. 

Series 1 — Glazed wrapper, 9d. ; cloth, gilt edges, Is. 
Series 2 — Glazed wrapper. Is. ; cloth. Is. 4d. 

Christ on Earth : 

from the Supper at Bethany to His Ascension into Glory. 
By the Rev. Joseph Baylee, D.D. Cloth, 8s. 6d. 

The Christian Ordinances considered in their Scrip- 
tural Simplicity, 

By the Rev. A. H. Synge, Incumbent of St. Peter's, 
Ipswich. F'cap 8vo. Cloth, 3s. 

Suggestions for District Visitors, 

An Aid upon entering on their Work. limp cloth, 6d. ; 
paper cover, 4d. 

Seven Cries from Caha/ry ; 

or. Discourses on the Seven Last Speeches of our Saviour 
on the Cross. By the Rev. William Brunley-Moore, 
M.A., Incumbent of St. Gerard's Cross, Bucks. Crown 
8vo. 3s. 



23, HoUes Street, Cavendish Square. 

Our Own Fireside : 

An Illustrated Magazme of Home literature. Edited 
by the Rev. Charles Bullock, Hector of St. Nicholas', 
Worcester, Author of " The Way Home." Fourth year 
of publication. Vols. L, iL,iii, each, 7s. 6d. Published 
Monthly, 6d. 

W<yrlc8 by the Editor of " Our Own Fireside.'' 

The Way Home ; 

An Earthly Story with a Heavenly Meaning. In gilt 
doth, pp. 280, large type, 2s. 6d., a New Edition. 

Sin and Its Cwre ; 

Or, the Syrian Leper. Large type, cheap Edition, Is. 6d. 

Kean'i Cheer for Home Sorrow. 

Second Thousand. Cloth, red edges. Is. 6d. 

Bible Inspiration ; 

What It is, and What It is Not. Third Edition. Is. 



Memorial Sketch of Frederick John Cookesley, 

late Missionary in Labrador and Canada. With extracts 
from his Diary. By the Rev. W. G. Cookesley, M.A., 
Incumbent of St. Peter's, Hammersmith. Extra cloth, 
Is. 6d. 

The Ministry of Home ; 

or. Brief Expository Lectures on Divine Truth. De- 
signed especially for Family and Private Reading. By 
Octavius Winslow, D.D. Crown 8vo., 5s.; extra bind- 
iiig* &^^ edges, 6s. 

Suggestive Thoughts; 

or, Ten Minutes Daily with Christian Authors, English 
and French. Selected, translated, and arranged by Mrs. 
Money (n§e de Bourbel). With Introduction by Dr. 
Norman Macleod. Price 4s. 6d. Antique boards. 



WiUiam Hunt and Company, 

Storm from Memel, 

Dedicated to the Young. By Mrs. Agnes de Havilland 
(n§e Molesworth.-) With six Illnstrations, from designs 
by Walter Cran& In Square 18mo., extoi cloth, gilt 
edges, 2s. 6d. 

Fundamental Truths. 

Papers on Important Scripture Doctrines. By Charles 
Dallas Marston, M.A., Bector of Kersal, Manchester. 
F'cap 8vo. Cloth boards. Is. 6d. ; extra binding, 2s. 

First Fruits unto the Lord, 

A Memorial of E. R., a Bible Woman of St. Alban's. 
By the Rev. Henry Smith, M.A., Incumbent of Christ 
Church, St. Alban's. With Portrait. Square 18mo. Is. 

Ma/nual on the Inspiration of Scripture, 

By Charles Dallas Marston, M.A., late Rector of St. 
Mary^s, Byranstone Square. iPcap Svo. Cloth, 2s. 6d. 

Within the Veil ; 

or, Suggestions for Daily Prayer. By the Rev. Charles 
G. Baskerville, B.A., late Chaplain of the Bath Peniten- 
tiary, limp cloth, 8d. 

Six Lectures on Repentance. 

By the late Rev. H. T. Lumsden, M.A. Cloth, 2b. 6d. 

Six Lectures on Sacrifice. 

By the same Author. F'cap 8vo. Cloth, 28. 6d. 

Ourselves : 

A Picture sketched from the History of the Children of 
Israel By Brownlow North, B.A., Magdalen Hall, 
Oxon ; R^istrar of the Diocese of Winchester and 
Surrey. Third Edition. Cloth boards, 2s. 6d.; antique 
binding, 3s. 

Yes or No; 

or, God*s Offer of Salvation. Gen. xxiv. 58. By 
Brownlow North, B.A. Uniform with "Ourselves.'* 
Cloth boards, 2s. 5d. ; extra binding, 3s. 



28, HoUei Street^ OavendUh Square. 

Heart' Work essential to Personal Religion, 

Bv the Bev. Christopher Bowen, M.A., Rector of St. 
Thomas*, Winchester. Square 18mo., doth, 28. 6d. 

Nuaman. 

Twenty-one Short Chapters on the Story of Naaman the 
Syrian. By Charles H. Bingham, M.A., Incmnbent of 
Bamsey, Huntingdonshire. 28. 

Mary M^ Clellan. 

A Tale for Mothers. By A. M. D. Dedicated to the 
Mothers assembling in Hatfield Street, Liverpool. With 
Frontispiece, Is., <uoth. 

JSfature and Art. 

With ** In Memoriam " and other Poems. By R. J. 
Evanson, Esq., M.D., Torquay. Crown 8va Extra 
binding. 



Seripture Truths; 

or, the Way of Salvation set forth in Words of Admo- 
nition, Counsel, and Comfort. Thirty-one sheets ; arran- 
ged for One Month, on a roller, in very large t3rpe. With 
mtroduction by the late Rev. William Marsh, D.D. 
Twentieth Thousand. Is. 6d. 

Handr-hooh to " Scripture Ihdhs" 

An adaptation of this Work as a large-type Manual for 
the Sick Room and District Visitor. Limp cloth, Is. ; 
quarter bound, 9d. Seventieth thousand. 

I%e Believer* s Daily Portion, 

A Second Series of ** Scripture Truths." With Intro- 
duction by the late Rev. William Marsh, D. D. Mounted 
on roller, 2s. 

JSdnd-hook to " Believer's Daily Portion.** 
Cloth, Is. ; quarter bound 9d. 



WUUam Hunt and Company, 

Daily Teachings from the Words of Jesus. 

Uniform in desien with ** Scripture Trutha." With In- 
troduction by we late Rev. W. Marsh, D.D. Laige 
type, Is. 

The Hand-looJc to ^^ Daily Teaching. ^^ 

Uniform with the "Hand-book to Scripture Truths." 
limp doth, Is. ; paper cover, 6d. 

Inspired Thoughts about Ood and His People, 

Selected from the Psalms of David. Arranged for one 
Montk With Preface by Miss Catherine M. Man]|, 
Upon roller. Uniform in design with "Daily Teach- 
ings." Is. 

Daily Hymns for the Month, 

Selected and Arranged b^ the late Right Rev. the Lord 
Bishop of Rochester . Prmted in large type, and attached 
to a roller, so as to allow of turning over for daily use 
throughout the year. 



The Christian Advocate and Review, 

Edited by the Rev. Edward Garbett, M.A. Published 
Monthly. Is. 

Our Own Fireside : 

An Illustrated Magazine of Home Literature. Edited 
by the Rev. Charles Bullock, Rector of St. Nicholas', 
Worcester. Vols. I., II., IIL, each, 78. 6d. Published 
Monthly, 6d. 

The Home Visitor. 

A Monthly Magazine of Bible and Church of England 
Teaching. Illustrated with many Engravings, ^ited 
bv the Kev. Gordon Ctdthrop, M.A. vols. I., II., JIL, 
cloth boards, 2s. each. 

Cataloguet in detail of Traeti and Book* suitable for ParoehitU 
Diitributton, alto on Baptitm, Confirmation, and the LofxTs Supper, to 
be obtained on application to WUliam Hunt and Company, 83, Mottet 
Street, Cavendith Square, London. W, 



